MEMORY - Free Response Question 

NOTE TO TEACHER: In this writing exercise, students will define each term and apply it to a scenario. For ease of grading, I typically ask students to skip a line between definition sentences and application sentences and to underline the key term they are using in each definition and application sentence. You could add or remove related memory terms that fit your curriculum needs. A grading rubric for a Peer Review is attached. 
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Tracey is trying to develop an effective plan to study for her final exams. She has 6 classes to prepare for: AP U.S. History, AP Psychology, English 11 Honors, APC, Forensics and Chemistry. She wants to use the knowledge she has gained in Psychology about memory to devise her strategy. She has 12 days before her first final, which is Chemistry. U.S. History, AP Psychology and English 11 Honors is in 13 days, and APC and Forensics is in 14 days. Define the following terms, and then apply them in a way that will help Tracey prepare for her exams. 

Encoding


Relearning 


Spacing Effect

Serial Position Effect

Semantic encoding

Mnemonics
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If the student RECEIVES the point, circle the point. If the student FAILS to receive the point, put a line through the point. Tabulate the student’s score out of 12, and fill it in here.


POINT 1:  In defining encoding, student receives the point if they include any of the following in their definition:

Processing

Brain

Memory system

POINT 2:  In defining serial position effect, student receives the point if they include any of the following phrases in their definition:

Remembers first and last (beginning and end)

Forgets the middle

POINT 3: In defining relearning, student receives the point if they include any of the following phrases in their definition:

Learns (studies) again
Learns (studies) for a second time 
     Takes less time

POINT 4:  In defining semantic encoding, student receives the point if they include any of the following phrases in their definition: 

Memory of meaning

What something means
Understands meaning

POINT 5:  In defining spacing effect, student receives the point if they include any of the following:

Spreads out learning

learns in chunks

studies at different times

Short study sessions

distributed studying
distributed practice

POINT 6: In defining mnemonics, student receives the point if they include any of the following:

Memory trick


Memory aide


Memory tool 
         Imagery

Memory technique

Organizational tool

Organizational device

For points 7-12, it is not enough to simply say, for instance: “Tracey will use encoding for Chemistry.” A specific application must be given. 

POINT 7: In applying encoding, student must give a clear statement of Tracey’s use of the term, consistent with an accepted definition. It is not enough to simply restate the definition. An example would be: Tracey will apply encoding by extracting the meaning of her Chemistry vocabulary.

POINT 8: In applying serial position effect, student must give a clear statement of Tracey’s use of the term, consistent with an accepted definition. It is not enough to simply restate the definition. An example would be: Tracey will apply serial position effect by studying more difficult U.S. History terms first and last. 

POINT 9: In applying relearning, student must give a clear statement of Tracey’s use of the term, consistent with an accepted definition. It is not enough to simply restate the definition. An example would be: Tracey will apply relearning by learning the psychologists for her AP test initially, therefore spending less time studying a second time.

POINT 10: In applying semantic encoding, student must give a clear statement of Tracey’s use of the term, consistent with an accepted definition. It is not enough to simply restate the definition. An example would be: Tracey will apply semantic encoding by including the meaning of her Chemistry symbols in her studies.

POINT 11:  In applying spacing effect, student must give a clear statement of Tracey’s use of the term, consistent with an accepted definition. It is not enough to simply restate the definition. An example would be:  Tracey will apply spacing effect by studying in brief sessions, not in long sessions. 

POINT 12: In applying mnemonics, student must give a clear statement of Tracey’s use of the term, consistent with an accepted definition. It is not enough to simply restate the definition. An example would be: Tracy will use the mnemonic device “Amy is emotional” in Psychology to remember that amygdala controls emotion.
